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Local Hospitals, City Attorney, Attorney General Partner 

for Domestic Violence ‘Advanced Training’ Conference 
Police, prosecutors, doctors, nurses, first responders, allied professionals attending 

 
COLUMBUS, OH—Columbus City Attorney Richard C. Pfeiffer, Jr. kicked off a two-day multi-

disciplinary conference this morning as part of a statewide effort to enhance the ability to detect, 

document, and ultimately prevent one of the most lethal indicators of domestic violence and sexual 

assault. 

The advanced training seminar, entitled “Learn It. Share It. Do It. – Detecting, Investigating and 

Prosecuting Non-Fatal Strangulation,” is being hosted by the Mount Carmel College of Nursing in 

partnership with the Columbus City Attorney’s Domestic Violence and Stalking Unit, the Ohio Attorney 

General’s Crime Victim Section, OhioHealth Emergency Medical Services, and the Forensic Nursing 

Network. 

Strangulation affects all professionals working on sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence and 

stalking cases.  It is one of the most lethal forms of domestic violence and sexual assault, as well as one 

of the strongest predictors for the subsequent homicide of victims of domestic violence. 

The frequent lack of external injuries and the lack of medical training among domestic violence 

professionals have led to the minimization of this type of violence, exposing victims to potential serious 

health consequences, further violence, and even death. 

Presenters include local and national experts, including members of the Training Institute on 

Strangulation Prevention. 

“We are pleased to bring in some of the nation’s leading experts to help us improve our 

service to victims of strangulation here locally and across Ohio,” said Anne Murray, 

director of the Columbus City Attorney's Domestic Violence and Stalking Unit.  “As a 

result of the advanced training I previously received on the topic, we revamped the way 

our office handles cases involving strangulation allegations.” 

Murray, who secured grant funding through the State Victims Assistance Act (SVAA) to bring the 

Training Institute on Strangulation Prevention to Columbus, serves as co-coordinator of the conference 

along with Sandy Huntzinger of the Ohio Attorney General’s Crime Victim Section, OhioHealth EMS 

program director Holly Herron, and forensic nurses Laura Kaiser, SANE, of the Mount Carmel 

Foundation and Ruth Downing, SANE, CNP, of the Forensic Nursing Network. 
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Attendees for the free event include prosecutors, law enforcement, and medical personnel including 

doctors, medics, and forensic nurses, as well as probation officers, victim advocates and counselors 

from across Ohio. 

The conference is approved by the Supreme Court of Ohio Commission on Continuing Legal Education, 

allowing attorneys who attend to receive credit for CLE instruction.  EMS and nursing continuing 

education credit also will be granted to qualified participants. 

### 

 

The Training Institute on Strangulation Prevention: 

Gael Strack, Esq. 
Gael Strack is the Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder of the Alliance. Gael is a national expert on 
domestic violence and strangulation. Prior to this position, Gael was the founding director of the San 
Diego Family Justice Center, former prosecutor with the San Diego City Attorney’s Office, defense 
attorney and deputy county counsel. 
 
Casey Gwinn, Esq. 
Casey Gwinn, Esq., is the President and Co-Founder of the Alliance. Casey is also the visionary behind 
the Family Justice Center Movement, first proposing the concept of the Family Justice Center model in 
1989. He is a national expert on domestic violence, including prosecution, strangulation, and best 
practices. Prior to this position, Casey was the elected San Diego City Attorney. 
 
William Smock, M.D. 
Dr. Bill Smock is the Police Surgeon and directs the Clinical Forensic Medicine Program for the 
Louisville Metro Police Department. Dr. Smock is a Clinical Professor of Emergency Medicine at the 
University of Louisville School of Medicine and Chair of the Institute on Strangulation Prevention's 
National Medical Advisory Committee. He is an internationally recognized forensic expert and trains 
nurses, physicians, law enforcement officers and attorneys in multiple fields, including officer-involved 
shootings, strangulation, gunshot wounds, injury mechanisms and motor vehicle trauma. 
 
Michael Agnew, Detective 
Michael was the lead Domestic Violence Detective with the Fresno PD for 15 years. He created the DV 
Unit at the Fresno PD and ultimately the Unit reviewed over 7,000 DV police reports each year. With 38 
years of law enforcement experience with the Fresno PD he has worked in patrol, motors and as a 
training officer. Michael has a BS in Criminology. He helped develop several domestic violence courses 
for law enforcement, which he teaches as well as consistently presenting as a guest speaker for seminars 
as a subject matter expert on responding to domestic violence. 
 



 

 

 

 



 


